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ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE  

SUNDAY OCTOBER 27  

2:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
 

Our annual Open House for the museum will be held on Sunday afternoon, October 27, 
2:00 to 5:00 p.m., and this year it will include the Grand Opening of our Settler’s Cabin!  Lots of 
free food and door prizes will be available.  Please plan to attend, and note also that we are 
seeking volunteers to help with this event.  If you are interested in helping that day, please 
contact Jill Werner at 479-721-3122 or jrwerner@cox.net.  A meeting for volunteers will be 
held a week before the Open House, on Sunday, October 20, at 2:00 p.m. at the museum.  
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The Bella Vista Historical 

Society was founded in 1976 in 

order to “discover, collect, 

preserve or restore materials 

and artifacts concerned with 

our community’s heritage.”  

http://www.bellavistamuseum.org/
mailto:jrwerner@cox.net


BELLA VISTA CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE 

The Bella Vista Civil War Roundtable continues to be a popular event at the museum.  The 
speakers for the monthly meetings are scheduled by Chuck Pribbernow, with the assistance of 
Dale Phillips and Joe Rainey.  Chuck also handles publicity and edits their newsletter “From the 
Cannon’s Mouth”.  The meetings are held the first Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  They 
are open to the public, admission is free.  The Oct. 3 meeting will feature Jeff Patrick, the 
museum curator at Wilson's Creek National Battlefield in Missouri.  Jeff is the author/editor of 
a number of books, including Fighting for Liberty and Right upon which his talk “One by One 
the Boys Pass Away: The Hospital Diary of William Bluffton Miller” is based.  The Aug. 1 
Roundtable featured Randy McCrory, Rogers historian, who spoke about the devastation of 
Bentonville during the Civil War.  The Sept. 5 speaker was Susan Young of Shiloh Museum, on 
“Sorrow, Trouble and Worry:  Stories from the Ozark home front during the Civil War.” 

  

************************* 

TEMPORARY ROTATING EXHIBITS 

We have restarted our program of temporary rotating exhibits.   At present, we have a display 
of an antiquarian collection of Civil War books provided by Chuck Pribbernow.  All of these 
books were published between 1861 and 1900.  Included is an 1887 edition of the classic 
Hardtack and Coffee by John D. Billings.  The two volume Personal Memoirs of U.S. Grant 
(1885) are also on display, as well as Pictorial National Records (2 volumes, 1865).   

 

The next exhibit will be from Bella Vista resident Bruce Fox, a retiree of Fisher Price Toy 
Company, who has an extensive collection of vintage Fisher Price toys.   Bruce will also be 
doing a Sunday afternoon presentation in December about his collection, date to be set.  
                     2 



SETTLER’S CABIN UPDATE 

As mentioned on Page 1, the Grand Opening of the cabin will be held on October 27 from 2:00 
to 5:00 p.m.  The cabin was donated to us last year by Scott and Angie Butler, and moved to 
the museum grounds this past March.  The Cabin Committee, consisting of Jill Werner, John 
Bozarth, Chuck Pribbernow and Carol Phillips, has been busy this summer getting it ready 
inside and out.  Following the foundation work by contractors Alvin Murphy last fall and Tom 
Scully this summer, a new front porch and new roof were constructed by Scott Morrison of 
Morrison Carpentry.  Scott Morrison then built a split rail fence around the cabin, and Nick 
Kendus laid a stone path from the parking lot to the cabin porch.    After we had the cabin 
sprayed for spiders, Melissa Tucker did a very thorough cleaning inside the cabin and the loft, 
then it was ready to be furnished.  Carol Phillips has risen to the challenge of sorting donations 
and arranging the furnishings inside the cabin.  Prior to the grand opening, John Bozarth will 
be building a fire pit out behind the cabin to be used for outdoor cooking events.   Chuck 
Pribbernow is arranging for a security light to be installed by Carroll Electric.   Jack Kellogg, 
who installed our security system inside the museum this past spring, will be installing the 
security system for the cabin also. 

We would like to thank photographer Dana Johnson for the use of this photograph: 
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Xyta Lucas was asked to write the following article about the Settler’s Cabin for the Benton 
County Historical Society’s publication, The Pioneer, for their Fall 2019 issue: 
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PAUL PARISH SCULPTURES  

We were happy to receive last year some of the wood sculptures that artist Paul Parish, the 
man who saved the Settler’s Cabin from being demolished in 1974 and rebuilt it in his 
backyard as an art gallery, had created over the years.   We have them on display in the 
Cooper Room at the museum.   We also recently discovered that one of his sculptures has 
hung in the lobby of the Kingsdale Golf Pro Shop since 1983.  It features the men’s 9 hole golf 
group. 

     

 

************************* 

HISTORY OF ARKANSAS MUSIC  

SEPT 29TH AT 2:00 P.M. 

Bella Vista residents Pat Kirby (who is also one of our new docents) and Mike Cleary will be 
presenting a program on Sunday afternoon, Sept. 29 at 2:00 p.m., highlighting the history of 
music in Arkansas.  From the voices of the Quapaws raised in song to former governor Mike 
Huckabee rockin’ on his bass guitar, Arkansas has long played an important role in musical 
history.   Please join us when we take a look at “Music:  Arkansas Style.”   Free admission, 
everyone is welcome.   

************************* 
 

HISTORIC SITES DRIVING TOUR 
 

The next historic sites driving tour will be led by our Vice President, Dale Phillips, on Saturday 
afternoon, December 7.   Hopefully with the leaves off the trees by then, the sites will be more 
visible.  The cost is $15/person or $25 for two.   If you are interested, leave your contact 
information at the museum or call Dale Phillips at 812-899-2049. 
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NEW DOCENTS 
 

Since we had several docents retire or cut back on their hours this year, we put out a plea for 
more help and are very thankful for those who responded.   The new docents who have now 
joined our volunteer staff are Pat Kirby, Ken Fendler, Sandy Flaming, John Craig and Kim 
Cooper.  We welcome them all!   

 
************************* 

 
1930 WEDDING DRESS DONATION 

    

A recent donation received from Glenice 
Henderson is the framed display of the 
wedding dress of her mother, Emma 
Haynes.  Emma and Harry Haynes were 
married on Oct. 30, 1930, in Pine City, 
Minnesota.  They won a free trip to Bella 
Vista at the Minnesota State Fair in the 
early 1970’s.  They never lived here, but 
their daughter Glenice and her husband 
Ronn Henderson moved to Bella Vista in 
the winter of 1994-1995.  Harry died in 
1980, Emma died in 1984, and Ronn died 
in 2017.   

 
 
 

************************* 
 

GIFT SHOP 
 

Please remember to check out our gift shop as the holiday season approaches.  We have lots 
of merchandise that makes for great gifts! 
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RECENT HAPPENINGS AT THE MUSEUM 

 
Photographer John Craig presented a program at the museum on August 18 about the “Great 
Blue Heron”.  He not only has taken lots of pictures of these creatures, he is a walking 
encyclopedia of information about them.  His photos also include a wide variety of other 
subjects.  He sells printed copies through his website, www.jlcraigphoto.com. If you missed his 
program, check out his website.   As noted above, John also has become a museum docent.  
Here he sorts his photos for display before his presentation. 

                                      

We have been honored to be invited to share some of what we are doing with radio and TV 
audiences recently.   Xyta Lucas did a recorded segment about the Settler’s Cabin on August 26 
for KUAF radio.   She and Dale Phillips also appeared recently on different segments of the 
Bella Vista Community Television program, Bella Vista & Beyond, where she spoke about the 
Settler’s Cabin and Dale spoke about the Bella Vista Civil War Roundtable meetings. 

We would like to thank the family of Julia Ann McKinney for their donations from one of their 
old cabins built by the Linebarger Brothers in the 1920’s, the Paisley cabin, which has been 
declared past saving and will be torn down in the near future.   Eddie Meads provided his truck 
for us to haul furniture being donated for our Settler’s Cabin.  Helping that morning were Carol 
Phillips, Jeff Lane, Nick Kendus, John Bozarth and Xyta Lucas.   

           

7 

http://www.jlcraigphoto.com/


We continue to be very grateful to the community for all the help and support we have been 
receiving for the museum and for the Settler’s Cabin.  Along with all the period furnishings 
donated for the Settler’s Cabin by many individuals, we also received donations for the 
museum, including a bigger refrigerator for the kitchen, from Jill and Steve Werner, and four 
tables, built and donated by Jim Lucas, including this one for our Children’s Book Corner. He 
also made a second stool to match the first one we found at a flea market earlier this year. 

                           

 

************************* 

STORM DAMAGE AUGUST 26 

While the museum property did not suffer damage during the huge windstorm of August 26, 
we did have many trees go down on our historic Water Tank property at the corner of Cedar 
Crest and Cunningham Drives.   It took contractor Nick Kendus 2.5 days to clear it up, and he 
was able to finish in that time only because a man driving by asked if he could have the logs for 
firewood, so that man sawed up a bunch of the logs and hauled them off.  It was a real mess 
up there!   
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JULY 4TH PARADE 

Museum supporters Tim and Julie Hull were coordinators of the annual July 4th parade this 
year, and we decided to accept their invitation to participate in the parade.  Our recently 
retired longest serving docent, Winnie Leonard, agreed to drive her red Mustang in the parade 
to lead our entry.   We appreciate all of our volunteers who marched!      

      

      

************************* 

LANDSCAPING 

Our thanks again to volunteer Patrice Murphy who continues to keep our landscaping look so 
neat and pretty! 
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MEMBERSHIP 

 
We have no paid staff, so all revenue including membership dues and donations is applied to our 
general operating expenses unless you specify a particular project, such as the Settler’s Cabin fund. We 
very much appreciate the financial support we receive from the City of Bella Vista, which helps us pay 
for major operational expenses, but we still need your individual membership dues and donations to 
help us to continue to improve the museum in every way we possibly can.   Thank you!   

 
 

2019 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 
We are continuing to take memberships for the calendar year 2019.  If you aren’t already a member of the Bella 
Vista Historical Society, you are welcome to join.  If you would like to renew for 2019, you are welcome to do so at 
this time.  Please mail your check to us, or stop by the museum to pay by cash, check, or credit/debit card.   
 
 
Bella Vista Historical Society  
1885 Bella Vista Way  
Bella Vista, AR 72714  
 
(479) 855-2335  
www.bellavistamuseum.org  
 
Date: ___________________________  
 
Name: ___________________________________________________________________  
 
Street Address: ____________________________________________________________  
 
City, State, Zip Code:________________________________________________________  
 
Telephone: ________________ Email Address: __________________________________  
 
 
Membership Fee:  
 
Individual $15  ________ 
 
Family $25  ________ 
 
Corporate $50  ________ 
 

Donations in excess of your membership dues are very welcome also. 
 

The Bella Vista Historical Society is a 501(c)3 organization and donations are tax deductible. 
 

Thank you for your support!                                                                             
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