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In Memoriam 

           

Jay Soule (1935-2020) 

Jay served as a docent at our museum until he was diagnosed with cancer and began treatment.  He died at 
sunrise on Veterans Day, November 11.  This picture was taken of him at our docent luncheon in December 
2017.  He was very interested in local history and was excited to learn that their home was near where the old 
Rago house had stood in the Metfield area.   Steve Morrow and the Allen’s Food Market employees honored 
Jay and his wife Carol with a big poster at Allen’s.  Our deepest sympathy is extended to Carol and her family.   
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The Bella Vista Historical 

Society was founded in 1976 in 

order to “discover, collect, 

preserve or restore materials 

and artifacts concerned with 

our community’s heritage.”  

http://www.bellavistamuseum.org/


MUSEUM REOPENED OCT. 31 

We reopened the museum on Saturday, October 31, for weekends only at present due to the pandemic, 
rather than our former schedule of Wednesday through Sunday.  We are now open 1:00 -5:00 p.m. Saturdays 
and Sundays.   A poster on the front porch asks visitors not to enter if they have flu-like Covid symptoms.  
Masks are required and visitors are required to practice social distancing while in the museum, and, if visiting 
with a group, to stay together.  The number of visitors at one time is limited to 10.  If visitors happen to arrive 
when the museum is at maximum capacity, they will be asked to wait outside until there is room for additional 
visitors.  So far we have been fortunate in that while we have come close to our maximum, we haven’t 
reached it so we haven’t had to ask anyone to wait outside.  We really appreciate those volunteers who have 
agreed to serve as docents now.  We look forward to the rest of our docents coming back and the museum 
returning to our former schedule, hopefully next year!  Co-President Dale Phillips is shown below, updating 
our highway sign in early October after our Board of Directors voted to reopen with precautions in place.   

                     

************************* 

MUSEUM DOCENTS 

Our museum couldn’t stay open if it weren’t for our docents who have stepped up during this pandemic.  To 
help with visitors during these restrictive times, we are now scheduling two docents per shift.  Here is a 
collage of pictures of them, some of whom are serving as docents now and some of whom are waiting until 
things calm down before they return in 2021.  We understand their concerns and appreciate their willingness 
to stay with us!   We would also like to welcome our two newest docents, Michelle Bailey and Barbara Jean 

Taboada.   
 

 

Not pictured is docent Jeannette Hume.             
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MEMBERSHIP  

Please note that if you renew your membership in our Historical Society now, it is good for the entire calendar 
year of 2021.   Membership forms are included on the last page of this newsletter.  Since the museum was 
closed from the middle of March to the end of October and is now open only two days/week instead of five 
days/week, we are definitely down in walk-in donations, so your membership renewal would be much 
appreciated.   We continue to have insurance, utility, and building maintenance expenses.  We are grateful 
that the City of Bella Vista has been able to continue to provide us much needed financial support.   

************************* 

NEW BOOK COMING  

As previously announced, a new pictorial history book is coming in 2021, co-authored by Xyta Lucas and Dale 
Phillips, with picture processing assistance from Jack Kellogg.  It is scheduled for release in April 2021 by 
Arcadia Publishing Company but is already available for pre-order on Amazon.com.   The book is intended as a 
fundraiser for the museum.  We will be selling it in our gift shop, and it will also be made available at Barnes & 
Noble.  Hopefully the pandemic situation will calm down enough to allow for book signing events during the 
coming year.  

 

Bella Vista (Images of America) 
by Xyta Lucas and Dale Phillips 

Paperback 

$21.99 

Pre-order Price Guarantee. 

FREE Shipping on orders over $25 shipped by Amazon 

This title will be released on April 5, 2021. 
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https://www.amazon.com/Bella-Vista-Images-America-Lucas/dp/1467106119/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=xyta+lucas&qid=1609011429&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Bella-Vista-Images-America-Lucas/dp/1467106119/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=xyta+lucas&qid=1609011429&sr=8-1


BELLA VISTA CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE 

The Bella Vista Civil War Round Table was able to resume meeting in October, thanks to the American Legion 
next door agreeing to let them meet there since our museum meeting room is too small for their attendees to 
adequately social distance during this pandemic.   Their meetings were held at the American Legion the first 
Thursday in October, November and December.  Speakers for those three meetings were Russ Pennington, 
Tom Dillard, and Bob Underdown.  Starting with the January meeting, they will be at St. Bernard Catholic 
Church’s Parish Hall in Bella Vista where, on January 7, Daniel Barrett will present "The Common Soldier in the 
Civil War”.  The meetings are open to the public and start at 7:00 p.m., with all Covid precautions in place.   
There is no admission charge but donations for speaker expenses are welcomed.  For information about future 
programs, contact Chuck Pribbernow at cnpribb@yahoo.com or 479-790-4138.   

************************* 
 

HISTORIC SITES DRIVING TOURS 
 
Due to the pandemic, further driving tours for this year were 
cancelled.  Perhaps circumstances will permit the next one to be 
scheduled in the spring of 2021.  It is certainly a fun way to 
spend an afternoon, touring historic sites in Old Bella Vista 
including part of the old Linebarger golf course alongside Lake 
Bella Vista.   If you are interested in a future tour, please contact 
Dale Phillips at 812-899-2049, to get your name on the new list 
that Dale will compile.   

 
 

COUNTRY CLUB BUILDING NOMINATION APPROVED 
 
Judy Griffin, the POA Advertising Sales Manager and a Bella Vista 
Historical Society Board member, headed up an effort over the 
past year to get the Bella Vista Country Club building, opened in 
1968, placed on the National Register of Historic Places.  The 
first hurdle was cleared in early December when the State 
Review Board of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
approved the nomination.  It generally takes a couple of months 
to hear whether the National Park Service has accepted the 
nominations for listing on the National Register.  Our 
congratulations and thanks to Judy and her team!   

 
************************* 

MILLS CEMETERY 

We continue to complete tasks at local cemeteries in Bella Vista.  The three founders of the Bella Vista Civil 
War Round Table...Joe Rainey, Chuck Pribbernow and Dale Phillips...worked at the Mills cemetery at Blowing 
Springs this fall.  Joe started cleaning the headstone of Joseph (a Civil War veteran) and Mary Mills, while Dale 
and Chuck dug holes to replace the grave’s foot stones that had been found leaning against the headstone.  
Dale and Chuck also did some clearing at Summit Cemetery in the Metfield area this fall. 
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SUMMIT CEMETERY 

A Work Detail Team from the Benton County Jail spent the day of October 8 at Summit Cemetery setting 
additional white crosses and concrete slabs in the ground to mark previously unidentified graves.  They did a 
very good job and their efforts are much appreciated!   

       

Boy Scout Joshua Mattingly, on December 5, brought a crew of Scouts and adults to Summit to build an 
extension of the fence to encompass the additional newly marked graves.  This was Joshua’s Eagle Scout 
project and he did an excellent job of coordinating the effort.  Thanks also go to Dorothy Miller and Gary Black 
for donating materials for this project.  The pictures below show Joshua (far right) and part of his team (some 
of the Boy Scouts had finished and left before the picture was taken), the additional fence, and the new gate 
location. 
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SPOTLIGHT ON DOCENT ANGIE RADER 

Angie was born in 1964 in Kansas City, Missouri.  She lived there until she was 8 years old, when her dad 
decided he wanted to be a farmer.  Her parents bought a 200 acre farm near Lawson, Missouri, about 45 miles 
northeast of Kansas City, but her parents kept their jobs in Kansas City and commuted every day.   

After graduating from high school, Angie attended the nearby Maplewoods Community College, but continued 
to live on the farm until she got married in 1986.  She and her husband, Andrew Rader, lived in Parkville, 
Missouri, and then in Fayette, Missouri, where they both attended Central Methodist College for three years. 
In 1991, they moved to Ashland, Ohio, where his parents lived, but in 1994, they moved back to Missouri.  By 
then, they had Tim, born in 1984, Joshua, born in 1987, and Cathy, born in 1990.   

Angie’s parents had first visited Bella Vista when Angie was a child, in 1967, and her dad was so impressed 
that he bought a lot that first day of their visit.  Angie’s grandparents on her mom’s side also liked Bella Vista, 
so both her parents and her grandparents ended up owning vacation homes here.   After her dad’s retirement 
her parents moved to Bella Vista in 1994.  Angie and her family followed them in 1998.   

In 1999, Angie became the Children’s Director at the Christian Church on Riordan Road (now called New Life), 
where she handled the Vacation Bible School programs in the summer and the Sunday school programs.  With 
the children busy in school, Angie took on some housecleaning jobs and for a couple of years she sold 
merchandise at Nature’s Niche, a shop in the Sugar Creek Shopping Center in Bella Vista.  

She eventually decided she needed a job that provided benefits, so she began working for Medicap Pharmacy 
in 2003, then moved to the Bella Vista Pharmacy and eventually to the Cornerstone Pharmacy.  For the next 
year, while working at Cornerstone, she also worked at the Methodist Church as a child care worker, then 
became the Child Care Director where her tasks were similar to what she had done at the Christian Church.   

Angie and her husband divorced in 2008, at which time she switched her membership to the Methodist 
Church, where her parents had attended for years.  She remembers as a child on vacation in Bella Vista 
attending Methodist Church services held in the Hill ‘n Dale building before the church built its own building.    

Angie’s mother died in 2018 but her father is still living.  Two of her children now own homes in Bella Vista, 
which makes four generations of their family who have owned homes in Bella Vista, ranging from Angie’s 
grandparents to her children.  While Angie doesn’t have any grandchildren, she has five grand-dogs who are 
very special to her.   Now she wouldn’t ever live anywhere else.   

Angie said she feels that her mission at this point in her life is to serve others.  In the past, for seven years 
ending in 2007, she volunteered at the Loving Choices Pregnancy Center in Rogers.  When her children were 
small, she always helped at their schools so she could be close to them.  Now, in addition to her volunteer 
work at the museum, she heads up the outdoor garden by the Mercy Clinic in Bella Vista for Cooper 
Elementary School children.  Her ex-father-in-law moved to Bella Vista after his wife died, and she is still good 
friends with him, helping him in addition to helping her father.   

Angie has been a full time employee of Mercy Health Systems for five years, and now works at the Mercy 
Clinic on Mercy Way as a Medical Support Rep.  She has met so many Bella Vista residents over the years in 
her various roles, and sees them when they come into the Mercy Clinic, so she feels like it’s still a small town.   

Angie has been a docent at our museum for the past 3.5 years.  She’s loved history since she was a child and 
says she took on this role so she could learn as much about Bella Vista history as she can.  We very much 
appreciate her enthusiasm for her role and for her help with the museum!                          (cont. next page) 
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(cont. from previous page) 

Angie provided these pictures from her childhood, taken in the 1970-1975 timeframe when she, her brother 
and her parents vacationed in Bella Vista.  The first two pictures were taken at Blowing Springs: 

  

Angie catching fish with her mom at the Trout Farm, and diving off the high dive at Riordan Pool: 

  

Grandparents Olen & Treve Hoehns, and Angie with her family at her grandparents’ home in Bella Vista: 
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THE WEEKLY VISTA STAFF 

We are very glad that John Cooper Sr decided, when he opened Bella Vista Village in 1965, that a newspaper 
needed to be part of his operation.  He started with the first issue of a monthly publication, the Village Vista, 
in July 1965.  Over the years, it switched from monthly to twice/month and eventually to weekly, at which 
time the name was changed to the Weekly Vista.  The success of our museum is closely tied to the Vista 
because of the publicity they never hesitate to give us on our activities.   A key player for a number of years 
has been reporter Lynn Atkins.   An excellent example of her work was her article this year about the finding 
several years ago of a family Bible at an old residence in Bella Vista.  After Dale Phillips was able to track down 
the original family with the help of Lynn’s article, Lynn came back and was present to write a follow up article 
when members of the family who found the Bible handed it over to the family to whom it belonged (that was 
a tearful moment for both families).  Now Lynn has decided to switch from being a full time reporter to a full 
time grandmother with the arrival this year of her first grandchild.  We wish her much success in her new role, 
and continue to be thankful for the rest of the staff at the Weekly Vista, especially Keith Bryant, Terri O’Byrne, 
and Kathy Lauver.  (We also appreciate the support of Becca Martin of the Northwest Arkansas Democrat 
Gazette!)   

************************* 

NEW T-SHIRTS IN THE MUSEUM GIFT SHOP  

Thanks to the efforts of our Board member Chuck Pribbernow, we now have Bella Vista Historical Society T-
shirts available for sale in our gift shop.  We are also stocking Bella Vista Civil War Round Table T-shirts. 

   

************************* 

DONATIONS 

We continue to receive donations of Bella Vista 

related items for display in our museum.  In October, 

our Board member Wayne Calhoun and his wife Linda 

donated this beautiful tea set that his mother AraMae 

Calhoun painted in 1990.  AraMae was active for 

years in the local arts community.  She had a booth at 

the annual Arts & Crafts fair when it was held at 

Blowing Springs, and she taught oil painting and china 

painting to adults for over ten years.  She had her 

own kiln, and she made dolls and doll clothing.  She 

died five years ago on November 9, 2015.    
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OUR THANKS GO TO.... 

...Gary Reynolds and Jody Schmidt for donating their labor to clean out and resolve problems with the 

museum gutters. 

...Bruce Fox for lending another group of his Fisher-Price toys for display at the museum this fall.  (And 
congratulations to Bruce for his appearance on the CBS Sunday Morning program on Dec. 20 during their 
segment on the recognition of the 90th anniversary of Fisher-Price.) 

...Jill Werner for continuing to offer her delicious homemade jams in exchange for a donation to the museum.  
She had a second very successful morning this fall in front of Allen’s Food Market on Saturday, Oct. 10.  Our 
thanks go to everyone who made a donation.   

...Mike Button and the City’s Street Department crews who never fail to respond to calls for help from us. 

...Brad Kennel and the Executive Committee of the American Legion as they continue to be good neighbors to 
the museum in their efforts to sell their building next door to us. 

...Jack Kellogg for his continued help with our SimpliSafe security system at the museum.  He installed it 1.5 
years ago and does maintenance as needed.   We are so glad to have it in place since we were closed 
completely for 7 months this year and are now open only 2 days/week. 

...Docent Mary Jane Cole for creating gift baskets for the holiday season to sell in our gift shop, and Steve 
Morrow of Allen’s Food Market for buying a basket to give away in a holiday drawing at Allen’s.  

...Jim Lucas for making more small tables for displaying items at the museum. 

...The POA employees who help us in a number of ways, including Dale Kirby of the print shop who prints 
copies of our newsletters for us to snail mail to those who don’t have email.  

...Wayne and Linda of Sunshine Cleaning who agreed to take us on this fall as a new customer.  We really 
appreciate working with them! 
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LANDSCAPE APPRECIATION 

Our landscape volunteer, Patrice Murphy, and her assistant, Barb Wenger, continue to do a great job on our 
landscaping.  The picture on the left below was taken by Xyta Lucas on November 3 when the roses they 
planted were in bloom in the foreground.   The colorful picture on the right is from an unknown photographer.   

  

The museum grounds were beautiful during the fall but also beautiful in the snow scene below on Sunday, 
December 13.  We ended up with over 4 inches of snow that day, definitely enough to put up our “closed due 
to inclement weather” sign!   
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MEMBERSHIP 

Please note that if you renew your membership in our Historical Society now, it is good for the entire calendar 
year of 2021. New members are welcome to sign up for membership any time during the year.   Renewal is 
always due January 1 of the following year.  You may mail your check to us, or stop by in person when we are 
open to pay by check, credit card or debit card.   

By becoming a member, you support the preservation of Bella Vista’s rich and unique history, and help us 
educate the public.  Benefits include receipt of our quarterly newsletter and an invitation to our annual 
membership meeting usually held each March.  Our newsletter is available by email or snail mail, but of course 
we would prefer to have your email address so that we can avoid mailing costs.  If you don’t have email, 
however, we will mail our newsletter to your home address.  We have no paid staff, so all revenue including 
membership dues and donations is applied to our general operating expenses unless you specify a particular 
project.  We very much appreciate the financial support we receive from the City of Bella Vista, which helps us 
pay for major operational expenses, but we still need your individual membership dues and donations to help 
us to continue to improve the museum in every way we possibly can.   Thank you!   
 
 
Bella Vista Historical Society  
1885 Bella Vista Way  
Bella Vista, AR 72714  
 
(479) 855-2335 n 
www.bellavistamuseum.org  
 
Date: ___________________________  
 
Name: ___________________________________________________________________  
 
Street Address: ____________________________________________________________  
 
City, State, Zip Code:________________________________________________________  
 
Telephone: ________________ Email Address: __________________________________  
 
 
Membership Fee:  
 
Individual $15  ________ 
 
Family $25  ________ 
 
Corporate $50  ________ 
 

Donations in excess of your membership dues are very welcome also. 
 

The Bella Vista Historical Society is a 501(c)3 organization and donations qualify as tax deductible. 
 

Thank you for your support!                                                                             
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