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BELLA VISTA PICTORIAL HISTORY BOOK 

We (co-authors Xyta Lucas and Dale Phillips) are continuing to promote our new pictorial history book on Bella 
Vista, called Images of America Bella Vista, published by Arcadia Publishing Company, with all profits and 
royalties going to the museum.   We kicked off our campaign with a successful book signing at the museum on 
April 17, and are very appreciative of the publicity that Keith Bryant and the Weekly Vista gave us for that 
event.  He also took this picture of us at Wishing Spring Gallery.   We have followed up with eight more book 
signings and have more scheduled for the months of July and August.  If you haven’t already gotten your copy, 
please stop by the museum gift shop during our open hours.   The museum is now open Friday through 
Sunday, 1:00 – 5:00 p.m.  The book is also available on the Arcadia website and through Amazon; also in 
Rogers at the Rogers Historical Museum and the Barnes & Noble book store.   

  

                         1 

The Bella Vista Historical 

Society was founded in 1976 in 

order to “discover, collect, 

preserve or restore materials 

and artifacts concerned with 

our community’s heritage.”  

http://www.bellavistamuseum.org/


  

LAKE BELLA VISTA 

The City of Bella Vista has its roots in the old Bella Vista Summer Resort.  William and Mary Baker, who owned 
Sugar Creek Valley at the time, came up with the idea of damming up Little Sugar Creek in 1915 to create a 
lake, and then held a naming contest which Clara Crowder of Bentonville won with the name Bella Vista.   

The Linebarger Brothers bought the property from the Bakers, including the lake, in January 1917 and opened 
what they called the Bella Vista Summer Resort that summer.   E.L. Keith bought the resort in 1952 and in his 
autobiography published in 1982, he wrote, “The dam was only a 45 foot spillway and was almost washed out, 
which I knew I had to do something about....There came a big rain and washed a 150’ path wide and clear 
down to the creek bottom.  I built the dam back with a spillway 150’ wide and poured the back side of it with 
concrete....”  Keith sold the Resort to Cherokee Village Development Company (later renamed Cooper 
Communities) in early 1964.  

Now 106 years old, the lake is owned by the City of Bentonville. The 1996 Bentonville/Bella Vista Chamber of 
Commerce Leadership Class formed a nonprofit organization called the Trailblazers and approached Cooper 
Communities for an easement to build a walking trail encircling the lake. They ended up being given the entire 
lake property by Cooper in 1999.  The Trailblazers in turn gave it to the City of Bentonville in 2005, after 
approaching the Bella Vista POA who said they couldn’t take it on.  At that time, Bella Vista was still an 
unincorporated village which didn’t incorporate until over a year later, on January 1, 2007.  Perhaps the lake 
today would be in the City of Bella Vista rather than the City of Bentonville had the timing been different.   

The future of the lake is unknown at this time.  Flood waters in May 2021 took a chunk out of the middle of 
the dam. 
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AMERICAN LEGION BUILDING 

We are still looking forward to finding out who our new neighbors are going to be in the former American 
Legion building next door to the museum.   The closing was scheduled for April 15 but was postponed to July.  

 ************************* 

BELLA VISTA CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE 

The Bella Vista Civil War Round Table, which is a subordinate organization of the Bella Vista Historical Society, 
is continuing to grow again after having to cancel meetings last year due to the pandemic.   They normally 
meet the first Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the museum.  The meetings are open to the public and 
admission is free, but donations are welcome for future speaker expenses.   For information about future 
programs, contact Dale Phillips at 812-899-2049.     

The July 1 program will be presented by Matt McCoy, a history professor with the University of Arkansas at 
Fort Smith.  His topic will be on the role of Kansas troops in Arkansas, Missouri, and the Indian Territories 
during the Civil War. 

For the August 5 meeting, also at 7:00 p.m., Terry Winschel will be speaking about the Battle of Vicksburg, 
Mississippi.   That meeting will be held at the Cooper Chapel in Bella Vista in anticipation of having more 
attendees than can be accommodated at the museum.   

Mr. Winschel retired in 2012 as Chief Historian of Vicksburg National Military Park.  In his many years at the 
National Park Service, he served at Gettysburg National Military Park, Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania 
National Military Park, and Valley Forge National Historical Park before ending his career at Vicksburg. He is 
the author of several full-length works, including The Civil War Diary of the Common Soldier, Vicksburg: Fall of 
the Confederate Gibraltar, and Triumph & Defeat: The Vicksburg Campaign, as well as almost fifty articles 
about the Civil War. 

The April meeting unfortunately had to be cancelled after the speaker cancelled at the last minute.   Dale 
Phillips was the scheduled speaker at the May meeting.  He spoke about the Battles of Baton Rouge and Port 
Hudson, Louisiana.  Dale spent ten years, of his 41 years with the National Park Service, in Louisiana.   

Shown below is artist Dan Hoffbauer, who was the speaker at the June meeting at the museum.  He exhibited 
and explained his large Pea Ridge and Prairie Grove paintings, and engaged the audience in detail about the 
action and some of the nuances surrounding the battles.   
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NEW EXHIBIT AT THE MUSEUM 

 

The following is a reprint from the Weekly Vista of June 23, 2021: 

Jerry Witters of Kirkland, Washington, and his parents, Frank & Wilma Witters of Bentonville, recently brought this 
painting to the Bella Vista Historical Museum.  Jerry inherited it after the death this past September of his aunt, Wilma’s 
sister Virginia Baker, and he offered it to the museum on a long term loan basis. Virginia’s mother in law, Elsie Baker, 
painted it in the 1960’s from a photograph that was taken by Elsie and Les Baker’s son, Carl, in the late 1940’s.   

Virginia was married to Elsie and Les Baker’s other son, Doug Baker, who was a pilot and owned the plane shown.  In the 
painting, Doug is standing on the wing of the plane, and his dad Les is standing on the ground.    

Jerry Witters wrote the following to accompany the loan of the painting: 

“The story I was told as a young boy was that the three of them, my uncle Doug, his brother Carl and their dad Les had 
gone out to where they had some cattle...a large flat pasture area I am guessing east of their house that was on Hwy 71.  
They were there to brand some of their cattle and after rounding up the ones they were going to brand, they realized 
that they had forgotten to bring the branding irons along with them.  My uncle had evidently flown out in his plane so he 
flew back to the house to get the branding irons.  He had just flown back and landed and was getting out of the plane 
with the branding irons, when his brother Carl snapped the picture.  

“As a young boy growing up I remember when we would go visit my aunt and uncle, in the Denver area where they later 
moved, this painting was always hanging on the wall in my Uncle Doug’s office. I was always so impressed with it that I 
told my uncle that someday I would really like to have that painting.  Now that I do have it, I wanted make sure that I 
could share it with others, along with some of my family’s history there in the Bella Vista Arkansas area.  It is my joy and 
great pleasure to loan this painting from my personal collection to the Bella Vista Historical Museum.” 

Les and Elsie Baker were living in the little farm house that faces Highway 71 toward the north end of Bella Vista when 
their son Doug married Virginia at that house in 1946.  They had a corral just north of the house.   After their son’s 
marriage, Les and Elsie moved to live in the back of the State Line Store they owned at the Missouri state line, and 
started building a brick home next door to the farm house, on the site of the corral, in the 1947-48 timeframe.  Their son 
Carl and his wife Jane ran the motel, known as the Swan Lake Motel, across the highway from the brick home (the 
circular driveway that ran in front of the motel is still visible).   Doug kept his plane in the valley that is now the north 
end of the Country Club golf course.   

In 1951, Les and Elsie Baker sold their farm.  They eventually moved out of state to Colorado and Texas.  Les died in 1968 
and Elsie died in 1984; they are buried in Denver.  Doug died in 2017 and his wife Virginia died in 2020; they are buried 
at Springfield, MO.   

The brick house and old farm house were part of the first purchase John Cooper Sr. made, in 1962, when he came to 
northwest Arkansas to start Bella Vista Village.   The house was the residence of the George Billingsley family for about a 
decade starting in 1965, after which John Cooper Jr. and his family moved there.   It was owned by Cooper Communities 
until John Cooper Jr. bought it in 1994.   He and his wife Pat made several additions, including a swimming pool, tennis 
courts, and carport.   Following John Jr.’s death in 2013, Pat Cooper continued to maintain it as her residence until she 
sold it in 2020.    
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RECENT EVENTS AT THE MUSEUM 

The Music Art Poet Students (MAPS) group met at the museum for a program about Bella Vista history on 
Saturday morning, May 1.  We welcome any group who would like a similar program and are also interested in 
hearing about our new book!   We prefer scheduling such groups outside of our normal open hours.    

On Wednesday morning, June 16, Dale Phillips hosted a home schooled group of about ten children and some 
of their parents.   Dale dressed in period attire and spoke to the group about life in the pioneer days.   In the 
picture below, he is demonstrating rain wear on one of the boys in the group.   He also gave them a tour of 
our Settler’s Cabin next door to the museum. 
 

 

                                             

************************* 

MUSEUM GIFT SHOP 

Our museum gift shop continues to do a good 
business selling Bella Vista souvenirs including jig saw 
puzzles, hats, mugs, T shirts and more, plus the new 
pictorial history book just published in April.  In 
addition, a very popular item is our honey, all from 
Benton County hives.   The most recent item added is 
a magnet featuring the Lake Ann waterfall, photo 
courtesy of Dana Johnson.  We also sell glassware and 
other items that have been donated to the museum 
as a fundraiser.   
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ROTATING TEMPORARY EXHIBITS 

We have continued our practice of displaying temporary exhibits in the Cooper Room of the museum.   We 
again thank Bruce Fox for sharing his Fisher-Price Easter toys that were on display through late April.   Now on 
display is information about the 45th anniversary of our Bella Vista Historical Society that was formed in 
November, 1976.   

************************* 

NEW DOCENTS AND BOARD MEMBER 

Our Volunteer Coordinator, Jill Werner, has been recruiting new docents for the museum, as we hope to soon 
get back to our pre-Covid schedule of being open Wednesday through Sunday, 1:00 – 5:00 p.m.   New docents 
who have signed up over the past few months are Paul Beran, Maci Echols, Gina Kietzmann, Nancy Noyes, JB 
Portillo, and Jessica Traylor.   We welcome the return of John Flynn also.   Training sessions were conducted 
for all docents by Jill Werner and Xyta Lucas on June 23 and June 26 with a makeup session to follow.      

The docent role consists of welcoming visitors to the museum, giving a little information about Bella Vista 
history, explaining how the museum exhibits are laid out, and handling gift shop sales.   We look for people 
who like interacting with others and enjoy learning about Bella Vista history.  We ask that they read Gil Fite’s 
book that was published in 1993 on the history of Bella Vista, and the new pictorial history book, Images of 
America Bella Vista.  Anyone interested in becoming a docent is welcome to contact Jill at jrwerner@cox.net 
or 479-721-3122.  We ask for a commitment of only one afternoon a month for four hours.   

New docent Paul Beran also has agreed to serve on our Board of Directors, replacing Wayne Calhoun who 
recently asked if he could retire after putting in years with us.   Among other projects, Wayne came up with 
the idea of a Long Time Residents Reception that he organized and we held in September, 2018, with prizes 
given to the man and to the woman who had lived here the longest.   That was a fun afternoon!   

Wayne and his wife Linda were our guests of honor at a luncheon for him on Monday June 21 at Cafe USA.  
Shown left to right are new Board member Paul Beran, then Chuck Pribbernow, Dale Phillips, John Flynn, 
Wayne and Linda Calhoun, Steve Morrow, and Jill Werner.  Unable to attend were Board members John 
Bozarth, Judy Griffin, Linda Lloyd, Sara Parnell, and Virginia Reynolds.  (Xyta Lucas was behind the camera.)    
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OUR THANKS GO TO... 

...the POA General Grounds and Maintenance crews who continue to mow and weed-eat for us on our museum 
grounds.   

...the POA Printing Office for printing our new Docent Manual and ongoing printing of our newsletters.   

...The City of Bella Vista for its continued financial assistance, especially now, as we try to recover from the tough year of 
2020 when the museum was closed for 7.5 months with no fundraising opportunities.   

...Jim Abrahamson who agreed to be interviewed about his long career as a Land Planner with Cooper Communities.  
The DVD of that interview is now available to watch at the museum.  We learned a lot from him about what went into 
decisions on where lakes and golf courses would be built in Bella Vista by Cooper.   

...Jack Kellogg, who continues to help us in many ways with taping interviews, dealing with our computer issues, and 
restoring photos for us.  He also recently agreed to help McDonald County Historical Society with photos for their 
upcoming Images of America book.   

...Sara Parnell for her generous contribution toward expenses of restoring and maintaining old cemeteries in Bella Vista. 

...Gary & Betsy Mertz, Chuck Pribbernow, Dale Phillips and other volunteers for their work on mowing and weed-eating 
at several of our cemeteries. 

...the Bella Vista Fire Department for their controlled burn of the tree and brush debris from our cleaning up of     
Summit Cemetery and the Bella Vista Street Department for mowing the Summit grounds. 

...Dustie and Ed Meads for driving their pickup to haul loads for us when our vehicles are too small.  A good example of 
that is the hauling of our new golf history plaque sign from Rogers to the museum. 

...Virginia Reynolds for all of the hours she puts in as Treasurer for the museum especially this year as she deals with our 
book sales on top of regular gift shop revenue. 

...Suzanne Evans for donating paper goods and other supplies to the museum.   

...Jill Werner and Suzanne Evans for tackling the challenging job of defrosting our museum refrigerator! 

************************* 

LANDSCAPE APPRECIATION 

Our landscape volunteer Patrice Murphy continues to do a great job on our landscaping.  The blooming flowers this 
spring and early summer really brighten up the outside of the museum even though we lost some bushes and crepe 
myrtle from the winter freezing temperatures.  

 

              7 



  

                                                                         CEMETERY PROJECTS 

We are continuing the work we started last year on historic Bella Vista cemeteries.    

The Funk Cemetery, located just west of Highway 279 on Sherlock and founded in 1922, has a new wooden fence built 
by contractor Scott Morrison.  The fence was paid for with a grant from the Bella Vista Foundation that covered half of 
the cost, and an anonymous donor who paid the other half.  (Scott also made a new gate for the Mills Cemetery up 
above Blowing Springs Park.)  An event is scheduled for July 13 at 2 p.m. at the Funk Cemetery to thank the BV 
Foundation for its grant.  This cemetery stands on reserved property owned by Cooper Communities, and we appreciate 
their cooperation in this project.  We thank volunteer Jim Lucas (pictured below right) for making the sign for this 
cemetery as well as the signs he also made for Mills, Donovan/Nott, and Beavers cemeteries.  We also thank contractor 
Bob Young for installing a small gravestone for the Unknown Infant grave at the Funk cemetery.   

  

Beavers Cemetery, founded in 1905 and located about a mile past the end of the pavement at the west end of Edinburg, 
on the right up the hill, has gotten a lot of attention from us in the past several months.    We reported on the work done 
to date in the previous newsletter.  The Benton County Historic Preservation Commission gave us a grant earlier this 
year to pay for a survey done by Costello Land Surveying, and the Butterfield Trails Questers chapter of Bella Vista gave 
us a grant to help with other expenses.  Due to the locating of unmarked graves with the help of volunteer Terry Davis, 
we have determined that it is much larger than we originally thought.  As previously reported we have marked those 
graves with white crosses (made by Jim Lucas and painted by Dale Phillips), with the help of a Work Detail Team from 
the Benton County Jail.  The size of the cemetery makes it more of a challenge to maintain but we are doing it with the 
help of the Work Detail Teams, some volunteer help and some hired help.        

Founded in 1900, the Nott Cemetery off Brims Ness lane in the Highlands has been an interesting challenge for us.  Boy 
Scout Malachi Sequichie agreed to take on the project of fence restoration of that cemetery for his Eagle Scout project.  
His grandfather, Rudy Whiteside, and Malachi’s troop really stepped up; they did the whole project on two Saturdays in 
May.   We found the obituary of Cyrus Nott, who died in 1921 and whose family the cemetery was named after, and saw 
that it stated that he was buried in the Donovan Cemetery, so we are now calling that cemetery the Donovan/Nott 
Cemetery.  An added bonus for us was contact from Matt Nordick of Valley Center, Kansas, who heard what we were 
doing at that cemetery and came to visit us at the museum recently.  He is the great-great-great grandson of Cyrus Nott.   
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OUTDOOR GOLF HISTORY EXHIBIT 

The Bella Vista POA donated to the museum in early 2019 all nine of the back nine markers of the Berksdale 
Golf Course after those holes were permanently closed due to repeated flooding issues.  We sold eight of 
them as fundraisers for the museum, but kept the #18 marker on our museum grounds.  Recently the new 
owners of the log house that the Artist Retreat Center had occupied agreed to let us have the old rock and 
concrete structure that stood a little ways south of the food trucks along Highway 71.   

Some people thought perhaps that structure was a watering hole for cattle or horses, but it was actually a tee 
box.  In those days the golf tees we know today were not readily available (it was only in the late 1800’s that 
they were first patented).   Well into the early 1900’s, golfers typically found a box of sand on each teeing 
ground (which is the origin of the term “tee box”).  The Linebargers decided to put a partition in the middle of 
each box, with one side holding sand and the other side holding water.  The golfer could then wet his hand, 
get a handful of sand, and shape it into a tee.   Today golfers think of the teeing area for each hole as the tee 
box, but originally it really was a box of some kind, such as the rock and concrete structure that the 
Linebargers built for each golf hole on their golf course. 

At the museum, we decided to put that Linebarger tee box together with the Berksdale marker and create an 
outdoor exhibit about the 100 years of golf in Bella Vista (the nine-hole Linebarger golf course was opened 
alongside Lake Bella Vista in 1921).  We would like to thank the property owner for donating the tee box to us, 
as well as Sara Parnell who made a very generous donation to pay for the moving of it, and the contractor 
Alvaro Hernandez and his crew who went ‘above and beyond’ to get the tee box moved for us!     

                  

Above left:  Alvaro Hernandez and his crew dig the tee box out of the ground at its original location; above 
right, they place it on the museum grounds. 

                                 

We thank Deputy Tom Hall and the Work Detail Team from the Benton County Jail for mounting the golf 
history plaque for us.  We still welcome donations to help pay for the plaque.                                  9 



  

WORK DETAIL TEAMS 

We can’t begin to express how much we appreciate the Work Detail Teams from the Benton County Jail for 
the thousands of hours they have put in on our projects.  They have been a real partner in our success over 
the past eight years, starting in 2013. This spring they came to the museum with Deputy Tom Hall to help with 
additional projects, including the placement of an old horse hitching post near our Settler’s Cabin that had 
been brought to our attention by Sara Parnell; it had been standing in front of one of the now vacant 
Linebarger cottages.  They also hung this large Bella Vista Village sign that was recently donated to us by 
Cooper Communities after the buildings in the northwest corner of Town Center were removed.  It was moved 
to the museum for us by contractor Scott Morrison, who took the picture on the left below when they were in 
the process of taking down the sign, then he cut off the bottom of it so that we could display the top in the 
museum. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

Please note that if you renew your membership in our Historical Society now, it is good for the entire calendar 
year of 2021. New members are welcome to sign up for membership any time during the year.   Renewal is 
always due January 1 of the following year.  You may mail your check to us, or stop by in person when we are 
open to pay by check, credit card or debit card.   

By becoming a member, you support the preservation of Bella Vista’s rich and unique history, and help us 
educate the public.  Benefits include receipt of our quarterly newsletter and an invitation to our annual 
membership meeting usually held each March.  Our newsletter is available by email or snail mail, but of course 
we would prefer to have your email address so that we can avoid mailing costs.  If you don’t have email, 
however, we will mail our newsletter to your home address.  We have no paid staff, so all revenue including 
membership dues and donations is applied to our general operating expenses unless you specify a particular 
project.  We very much appreciate the financial support we receive from the City of Bella Vista, which helps us 
pay for major operational expenses, but we still need your individual membership dues and donations to help 
us to continue to improve the museum in every way we possibly can.   Thank you!   
 
 
Bella Vista Historical Society  
1885 Bella Vista Way  
Bella Vista, AR 72714  
 
(479) 855-2335  
www.bellavistamuseum.org  
 
Date: ___________________________  
 
Name: ___________________________________________________________________  
 
Street Address: ____________________________________________________________  
 
City, State, Zip Code:________________________________________________________  
 
Telephone: ________________ Email Address: __________________________________  
 
 
Membership Fee:  
 
Individual $15  ________ 
 
Family $25  ________ 
 
Corporate $50  ________ 
 

Donations in excess of your membership dues are very welcome also. 
 

The Bella Vista Historical Society is a 501(c)3 organization and donations qualify as tax deductible. 
 

Thank you for your support!                                                                             
                                   11 


